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Introduction  

New Jersey School Performance Reports provide families, educators and the public valuable 
information about how a school is doing and how the school is preparing students for success 
after high school. As part of New Jerseyôs accountability system, the performance reports 
provide a picture of overall school performance.  
 

https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/Documents/SpanishReferenceGuide.html
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These reports include data on chronic absenteeism, participation in college readiness tests, and 
taking rigorous coursework in high school. The school community can use this information to 
compare a schoolôs performance to other school, district, and statewide results, and to find a 
schoolôs strengths and identify areas for improvement. The reports also reflect a focus on how a 
school is improving through the inclusion of student longitudinal and growth data.  
 
Additionally, New Jersey has developed a school accountability system as required by the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) to identify schools in need of support. Beginning with the 
2016-17 Performance Reports, data is included to demonstrate how schools and districts are 
performing against the Stateôs Accountability indicators. 
 
In addition to the detailed New Jersey School Performance Reports, the 2016-17 reports are 

offered in several alternative versions:  

 

¶ One page summary reports: The New Jersey School Performance Summary Reports 
provide parents, educators, and communities a high-level summary of how well a school 
or district is performing with data that address the following questions: 

o Are students on track for success? 
o How much are students learning? 
o Are students graduating? 
o Are students going to college? 
  

¶ District and state level reports: Information on both the detailed and the summary 
reports were aggregated to provide district and state level reports. 

 

¶ Reports translated into Spanish: Information on all reports and the supplemental 
resources, including this guide, are available in Spanish. 

This section of the guide provides some general guidelines about the information included in the 

school performance reports. 

 

Most of the data reported in the school performance reports is based on data submitted by 

school districts through NJ SMART data collections. For assessments and exams scored 

through outside vendors, such as the PARCC assessment or SAT exams, student performance 

data is provided by the outside vendor.  

 

Information in the School Performance Reports is reported at the student group, school, or 

district level, but is based on student-level data. NJDOE has applied data privacy rules 

throughout the reports in order to protect student privacy under the federal Family Educational 

Rights Privacy Act (FERPA). Some symbols you see throughout the reports are: 

¶ * ï indicates that data was available for too few students to report the given information 

or the data represents a small percentage of students.  

¶ N ï indicates that no data was available to report 

¶ ** ï indicates that data were not available for the minimum 20 students in order for a 

student group to be included in New Jerseyôs Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

accountability system. This will only appear in sections of the report related to ESSA 

accountability.  
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For more general information about data privacy rules used in the school performance reports, 

see New Jerseyôs Data Privacy Rules document. For specific information about how data 

privacy rules were applied to each data table, see the Data Privacy notes at the end of each 

section of this guide.  

 

In general, student information is reported based on the school a student attends. For data 

related to New Jerseyôs ESSA accountability system, such as PARCC proficiency, student 

growth, chronic absenteeism, and graduation rates, data is reported based on a studentôs 

accountable school. In most cases, a studentôs accountable school will be the same as the 

school they attend, however, in some cases another school may be accountable for a studentôs 

performance. For example, a student attending an approved private school for students with 

disabilities will have his or her attendance reported by the public school they would otherwise 

attend.  

 

Students who share their time between two different schools, such as a county vocational high 

school and their resident high school, may be reported differently depending on the data 

element. For many data elements, these students will be reported at both schools they attend, 

but for some data elements (such as course enrollment), these students will only be reported 

based on the school that reports the specific data.  

 

Navigation Guide 

Searching for Reports 

On the New Jersey School Performance Reports homepage, you can use the menu at the left to 

access all of the School Performance Reports resources. Use the ñSearch for Reportsò button 

below the menu to search for specific reports. You can click the ñDownload the Dataò button if 

you want to download a database containing all the information included in the reports.  

 

 
 

On the Search for Reports page, you will be able to search for reports by: 

¶ School Year 

¶ School, District, or State level reports 

¶ County or District 

https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/Documents/DataPrivacyRules.html
https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/
https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/SearchForSchool.aspx
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¶ School or District Name 

¶ Zip Code 

 

 
 

After you run a search, you will have the option to download the ñDetail reportò or a ñSummary 

report.ò Translated Spanish versions of both reports and resources will also be available. The 

availability of reports will depend on your search filters, including school year, school type, and 

school, district, or state report type.  

 

 
 

The menu at the left will contain links to all the School Performance Reports Resources: 

¶ Reference Guide (this document) 

¶ Frequently Asked Questions 

¶ Summary Report Guide 

¶ Video: Understanding and Using the Reports 

¶ Data Privacy Rules: FERPA and Student Confidentiality 
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The last item on the menu is a link to take a Feedback Survey where you can share feedback 

on what you like and do not like about the reports. You can suggest improvements and request 

additional information to be included in the reports.  

 

Navigating the School Performance Reports 

Once you are viewing a school performance report (the ñDetail Reportò), there is a toolbar and 

navigational menu located along the top of each page that you can use to move throughout the 

reports. There is also a table of contents on the left side of the screen that you can use to 

navigate directly to any table. 

  

 
 

If you want to download the full school Performance Report to a PDF so you can save or print, 

click the file icon at the top of the page and select the PDF option.  
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There is a keyword search function at the top of the page that will let you search for specific text 

within the report. Type in the text you are looking for and click ñFindò and you will be redirected 

to the next occurrence of that word in the reports.  

 

 
 

You can use the navigational menu bar at the top of the page to move to a specific section of 

the report. See the next section (Report Elements) for more information about the sections that 

will appear in each report.  

 

 
 

Within in each section of the report, there may be multiple pages. Once you are in a section, 

you can use the page filters at the top of the page to move between pages.  

 

 
 

Report Elements 

The New Jersey School Performance Reports contain 10 possible sections, which you will see 

in the navigational menu across the top of the reports: 

1. Overview 

2. Demographic 

3. Academic Achievement 

4. Student Growth 

5. College and Career Readiness 

6. Grad/Postsecondary 

7. Climate and Environment 

8. Staff 

9. Accountability 
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10. Narrative 

  

 
 

The sections included in a particular report are based on the grades served by the school or 

district and the type of report selected (school, district, or state). Throughout this reference 

guide, you will see icons to indicate in what type of report each section or table will appear. The 

three overall report types are: 

 

Schools and districts that serve students in grades Pre-K through 8 

 
 

Schools and districts that serve students in grades 9-12 

 
 

 Special service, alternate, or non-testing schools and districts  

 
 

The state-level school performance report will include all sections except for Accountability and 

Narrative.  

Overview   

The Overview page of the report gives a brief overview of the reports and how to use them, 

explains how to navigate the reports, and provides links to other resources that may be helpful 

as you review the reports.  
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Figure 1 - Overview 

 

Schools in the District  

Available only in the district-level performance reports, the ñSchools in Districtò page provides 

the ability to access the school-level report for each school within the district.  

 
Figure 2 ï Schools in this District 

 

Demographics   

The Demographic section of the New Jersey School Performance Reports provides information 

about student enrollment. The tables in this section show the student enrollment by different 

student characteristics such as grade level, student group, and racial and ethnic group.  
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Figure 3 - Demographics 

 
 

 

Enrollment Trends by Grade   

This table shows the number of students enrolled by grade for the past three school years. 
Grade is based on the program type code assigned to each student by their school. Ungraded 

students are students who are ñon rollò in the school but spend less than 39% of their time in 

general education.  
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Figure 4 - Enrollment Trends by Grade 

 
 

Enrollment Trends by Student Group   

This table shows the percentage of students by student group who were enrolled for the past 

three years. Each percentage is calculated by taking the total number of students identified in 

each student group and dividing by the overall PK-12 enrollment. Students may be counted in 

more than one student group.  

 
Figure 5 - Enrollment Trends by Student Group 

 
 
Economically Disadvantaged Students are students who are eligible for free or reduced lunch. 

Students with Disabilities are students who are classified for special education. English 
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language learners (ELL) are students identified by the district as being in need of Limited 

English Proficient services and/or a program including students being served in a language 

assistance program.  

 

Homeless students are students who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. 

Students in foster care are students who were identified as receiving foster care based on data 

provided by the Department of Children and Families (DCF). Military-connected students are 

students who have a parent or guardian who is on active duty, in the National Guard, or in the 

Reserve components of the United States military services.  

 

A migrant student is a student who is 21 years of age or younger, who is or whose 

parent/guardian is a migratory fisher, dairy worker, or agricultural works, and who has moved 

from one school district to another in the preceding 36 months in order for the worker to obtain 

temporary or seasonal employment.  

 

Enrollment information for homeless students, students in foster care, military-connected 

students, and migrant students is not available for the 2014-15 and 2015-16 school years. 

 

Enrollment by Racial and Ethnic Group   

This table shows the percentage of students by racial and ethnic group for the reported school 

year. The percentage is calculated by taking the number of students in each racial and ethnic 

group and dividing by the total PK-12 enrollment. Students are counted in only one racial and 

ethnic group. 

 
Figure 6 - Enrollment by Racial and Ethnic Group 

 
 

Enrollment by Home Language   

This table shows the percentage of students enrolled by the primary language spoken in their 

homes, or ñhome language,ò including English. The table shows the top five languages and only 

shows languages spoken by at least 1% of students in the school. Students with home 

languages other than those listed are counted in the Other Languages category.  
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The percentage is calculated by taking the number of students based on their home language 

and dividing by the total PK-12 enrollment.  

 
Figure 7 - Enrollment by Home Language 

 

 

Enrollment Trends by Full and Shared Time   

This table shows the number of students who are full time, shared time, and the full time 

equivalent count for the last three school years. 

 

Full-time students are students who attend one school. Shared time students split time between 

a vocational school and their home school. Full time equivalency is calculated by adding the 

number of full time students plus the number of shared time students multiplied by 0.50.  

 
Figure 8 - Enrollment Trends by Full and Shared Time 

 
 

 

PreK and K Full and Half Day  

This table shows the number of students who were enrolled in full-day or half-day Pre-

Kindergarten (PK) or Kindergarten (K) over the past three years. This count is based on the 

primary program of instruction reported by school districts.  
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Figure 9 - Pre K and K Full Day and Half Day 

 
 

Demographics Data Notes: 

Category Demographics Data Notes 

Source of information 

¶ Data for the 2015-16 and 2016-17 school years are based on 
end-of-year enrollment data submitted by school districts 
through NJ SMART. 

o NOTE: this may differ from the enrollment data 
posted on the NJDOE Enrollment data page, which is 
based on October enrollment data.  

¶ Data for the 2014-15 school year are based on October 
enrollment data submitted by school districts through NJ 
SMART. 

Changes for the  
2016-17 reports 

¶ PK and K ï Full Day and Half Day table is new for the 2016-
17 reports. 

¶ Enrollment Trends by Student Group table includes 
additional student groups for the 2016-17 reports. 

Which reports will 
include this information 

¶ Enrollment Trends by Full and Shared Time Status table will 
only appear in reports for schools that serve high school 
grades. 

¶ PK and K ï Full Day and Half Day table will only appear in 
reports for schools that serve grades PK and K. 

 

Academic Achievement   

The Academic Achievement section of the New Jersey School Performance Reports provides 

information about student performance in English Language Arts/Literacy (ELA) and 

Mathematics as measured by the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 

Careers assessment, also known as the PARCC test. The data displays PARCC results overall, 

by grade or test, and by school year.  

 

This section also includes information about student performance on other assessments, 

including the Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate (DLM) assessment, the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 

assessment which measures English proficiency, the New Jersey Assessment of Skills and 
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Knowledge (NJASK) Science assessment, and the New Jersey Biology Competency Test 

(NJBCT).  

 

PARCC Assessments   

 
 

New Jersey transitioned to the PARCC exams in mathematics and ELA beginning in the 2014-

15 school year. The PARCC assessments more accurately measure the higher-level skills 

developed under the New Jersey Student Learning Standards and provide parents and 

educators with meaningful information to improve teaching and learning. For more information 

about the PARCC assessment, visit the NJDOEôs Assessment site.  

 

PARCC exams are scored using a scale score. A scale score is a numerical value that 

summarizes student performance, and ranges from 650 to 850. These scale scores are then 

stratified into performance levels. For more information about the PARCC assessment, the 

NJDOE website has PARCC Resources for Parents and PARCC Resources for Districts.  

 

The Academic Achievement section of the performance reports includes PARCC test results 

reported in a number of ways. Results are provided at the school, district, or state level both 

overall and by student group. Results are provided by grade level exam or end of course 

assessment both overall, by student group, and by school year for the last three years.  

 

English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics ï Participation and Performance  

 
The first table of both the ELA and Mathematics sections of the report provides information on 

the students that took that particular section of the PARCC assessment. The tables for ELA/L 

and Mathematics will be displayed on separate pages. 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/parents/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/district/


NJ School Performance Reports Reference Guide 16 

 

Figure 10 - English Language Arts/Literacy Assessment - Participation and Performance 

 
 

Figure 11 ï Mathematics Assessment - Participation and Performance 
 

 
 

 

The middle section of this table shows the percentage of testers who have met or exceeded 

expectations. This is calculated by dividing the number of students scoring at either Level 4 or 5 


















































































































